

NOTICE OF MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF THE

THATCHER TOWN COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 21, 2016
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Rivera, Vice Mayor Allen, Councilman Griffin, Councilman Innes, Councilman Rapier, Councilwoman Martin
Councilmembers absent:  Councilman Larson

Staff present:  Town Manager Terry Hinton, Town Engineer Heath Brown, Town Attorney Matt Clifford, Police Chief Shaffen Woods, Fire Chief Mike Payne, Deputy Clerk Michelle Mortensen
Visitors:  Randy Bryce, Jerry & Sandy Hekekia

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order by Mayor Rivera at 6:02.  He stated we do have a quorum and as always God bless our troops where ever they are, especially those in harms’ way, also our first responders, police, and fire.
2. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Rapier.
3. PUBLIC HEARING:

A.
PROCLAMATION:
Gerald Hekekia Day

4. CONSENT AGENDA:


A. Approve minutes of the October 17, 2016 regular Council Meeting. 

B. Planning and Zoning Monthly Report.

C. Police Monthly Report.

D. Approval of Invoices.

E.
Financial Reports.

Motion made to approve consent agenda by Councilman Griffin and accepted by Councilwoman Martin.  Motion passed unanimously.

9.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
Splash Park Naming

Manager Hinton stated that he was asked by Councilman Innes to put this item on the agenda.  He requested to read a statement written by family regarding his father and why he thought the splash park should be named after Larry Innes.  Councilwoman Martin stated that she didn’t like the thought of naming places after council people.  Mayor Rivera stated that he served with Larry for several years and admired him, but we need to make some guidelines as to how we should name things because there are so many politicians, staff, police, and fire fighters and personnel that have been influential.  Councilman Griffin stated that we need to look at precedence.  Councilman Innes made the motion to name the splash park after Larry Innes, The Larry Innes Splash Park and was seconded by Mayor Rivera.  Councilman Rapier made a motion to amend the motion that following this vote that we no longer name anything until a set of criteria is put in place.  It was agreed to by Councilman Innes and Mayor Rivera.  The vote was 3 ayes by Mayor Rivera, Councilman Innes, and Councilman Rapier, and 3 nays by Councilwoman Martin, Councilman Griffin, and Vice Mayor Allen.  The motion died.
10.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S. Section 38-431.02 (A) (3) (7) the Council may go into Executive Session to consult with the Town Attorney for legal advice and instructions on negotiations for the purchase of real property.
Mr. Hinton stated that he would like for Matt, Michelle, & myself to join Council in executive session.  Motion was made at 6:58 to go into executive session by Councilman Innes and seconded by Vice Mayor Allen.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Councilman Rapier and seconded by Vice Mayor Council to return to regular session at 7:36.  Motion passed unanimously
A.          Decision on Executive Session.
There was no decision made on executive session.
11.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

A.
Town Manager’s Report:





Mr. Hinton stated that we have been working on the parking lot over by the skate park which should add 44 parking spaces up on top and about 50 on the bottom.  Eventually that will translate into some parking for the lake if we get to that point.  We are still doing some rough calculations on that.  Mayor Rivera asked about the parking on the west side of the ball fields, if it is going to continue on to 8th Ave.   Mr. Hinton said that they are going to pave the road over on that side which will continue all the way to 8th Ave.  The additional parking will be done before the baseball season starts.  Councilman Rapier asked about the time frame on the soccer fields and the town lake.  Mr. Hinton answered that the fields will be put into the cue, however the lake is a ways out.  Mayor Rivera asked if the soccer fields will be first phase and Mr. Hinton answered yes.  At some point in time we will take a few weeks to put in a box culvert at Quail Ridge.  Councilman Griffin asked about the park at Quail Ridge.  Mr. Hinton stated that he has taken the plans to John Martin and he is in favor of it, but it is on hold until he can get rid of the trailer with all his records that is located where we want to put the park.  Mr. Hinton showed a picture of the latest drawing of the roundabout.  We are going to put in a walking path down Hoopes that will meet the one that heads down Golf Course Road.   

B.
Fire Department Report.




Chief Payne stated that we have been at Light up the Night, and helped Pima with a fire, and were at the Home Depot safety fair.  We also helped Pima with a fire at the gin.  We are meeting with the fire district next month and hopefully we will have prices for fire trucks.  

C. Police Department 

Chief Woods said we received our grants from Stonegarden and that includes the money to purchase a new vehicle to use for that purpose.  Brian Brugeman just graduated from the academy and will be our reserve officer.  I recently spoke with the Chief from Sierra Vista, they have implemented an adopt a school program where the officer working day shift visits one school every day.  Two weeks ago we started having one of our officers’ do that which has already made a positive impact on the schools.  Rather than try to get funding for a resource officer, we are going to try this and see how it goes.  With all the negativity of officers’ nationwide right now, this is a very positive experience for our officers to have that interaction.  

12.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


A.
Safe House



Councilwoman Martin stated there is nothing new


B.
Chamber of Commerce



Councilman Rapier stated there is nothing new.


C.
SEAGO


Mayor Rivera stated that there is nothing new to report.


13.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion made to adjourn meeting at 7:37 by Councilman Innes and seconded by Vice Mayor Allen.  Motion carries unanimously.
APPROVED:

_____________________



__________________________
Michelle Mortensen, Deputy Clerk

Robert Rivera, Mayor
CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular/special meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Thatcher held on this 18th day of January 2016. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

___________________________

Michelle Mortensen, Deputy Clerk

